
New Testament
WHAT VATICAN I I  REALLY SAID ABOUT THE BIBLE: STUDYING THE 
WORD OF GOD FROM THE HEART OF THE CHURCH
WEEK 5



Εὐαγγέλιον
(Gospel)



Synoptic 
Gospels: 
Matthew, 
Mark, and 
Luke

Matthew 8:2-3 Mark 1:40-42 Luke 5:12-13

And behold,
a leper came

and worships

him, saying:
Lord, if you wish,
I can be cleansed.

And he stretched out 
his
hand and touched 
him,
saying:
I wish it; be cleansed.
And immediately
his leprosy

was cleansed.

And, calling out to him,
there comes to him a 
leper

and kneeling and

saying to him:
If you wish,
I can be cleansed.
And, moved with 
compassion,
he stretched out his
hand and touched him
and says to him:
I wish it; be cleansed.
And immediately
the leprosy
left him,
and he was cleansed.

And behold,
a man full of leprosy.
But, upon seeing 
Jesus,
he fell upon his face
and requested
him, saying:
Lord, if you wish,
I can be cleansed.

And he stretched out 
his
hand and touched 
him,
saying:
I wish it; be cleansed.
And immediately
the leprosy
left him.



The Synoptic Problem
St. Augustine (5th cent.) Dominant modern hypothesis

“Q” = Quelle = “Source”





Gospel of John
• 90% differs from 

Synoptic Gospels
• Last to be written (ca. 

80-110 A.D.)
• High Christology



Baptism of Jesus
• Mark 1:9-11
• Luke 3:21-22
• Matthew 3:13-17
• John 1:29-34



Acts of the 
Apostles
• Volume 2 of 

Luke’s Gospel
• Jesus’s life 

recapitulated 
in the Church

• Acts 9:36-42



Paul’s 
Epistles



Paul’s Undisputed 
Epistles
• 1 Thessalonians
• Galatians
• Philippians
• Philemon
• 1 & 2 Corinthians
• Romans



Deutero-
Pauline 
Epistles
• 2 Thessalonians
• Colossians
• Ephesians
• Titus
• 1 & 2 Timothy



Pauline Thought
• Wide-ranging theology
• Protestant/Catholic 

debates on salvation
• Love of Christ
• Romans 8:31-39



Other Epistles
• Hebrews
• Catholic epistles:

• James
• 1 & 2 Peter
• 1, 2, & 3 John
• Jude



Revelation 
(Apocalypse)
• Truth from a heavenly 

being
• Dualism
• Eschatological visions
• Coded language
• Revelation 17:1-18
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